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A Neglected Viewpoint 
in Infant Feeding
That the modem scientific system of infant 
feeding is theoretically excellent is undoubted. 
It is perhaps a little regrettable, however, that 
the learned gentlemen who evolved this elabor­
ate technique did not pay a little more atten­
tion to the point of view of the people actually 
charged with its execution, viz. the parents of 
the infant. This brief note is intended to call 
attention to this error.
The argument may best be presented in the 
words of a distant relative of mine, who some­
what foolishly decided to get married shortly 
before the Civil Service wont off the wife stand­
ard. The other day he came round to call, 
complete with wife and infant. Having duly 
inspected the phenomenon, and noted that it 
had a hypsi-sphaeroid skull, showed a negative 
Babinski’s sign, and made unintelligible 
noises, 1 embarked on conversation with the 
proud parents. Having attended our admir­
able course in Infant Feeding I was content 
to let the conversation drift in that direction.
Believe me,”  remarked the mother, 
feeding this infant is a full-time twenty-four 
hour job just now.”
“  Are you still feeding according to the 
Yellow Book?”  1 queried intelligently.
No, we’ve been promoted to Monthly 
Diet Sheets.”  asserted paterfamilies. “  You 
should see the one for next month. It looks 
like an Organic Chemistry exam, paper!”
You'll have to work it out in office hours, 
then,”  I retorted, “  and be careful not to use 
the Railway mathematical system—you know, 
the one that slides up and down like a concert­
ina, according to whether you’re paying or 
being paid.”
“  Oh, I ’ve solved most of the problems al­
ready,”  he replied. “  It comes out something 
like this. You take two milligrams of — I ’ve 
forgotten the name of the wretched stuff, any­
way it came out in a tin— , add to 2 ccs. of 
water and boil for five hours. Then you take 
a steak, grill it nicely on both sides, incise it 
and express half a cc. of juice, add it to the 
mixture and boil for two hours. Take a
potato, hit it on the head with a taclc-hammer, 
gather up the splinters, add them to the brew 
and boil for another two hours. Boil an egg 
for two and a half minutes precisely, measure 
out | cc. of yolk, and add that to the ingredi­
ents of the cauldron. Then if the total volume 
doesn’t amount to five c.cs1. you dilute it with 
water. ”
“  Don’t worry,”  I assured him, “  one of 
these fine days you’ll be able to go along to 
the chemist, get a nice bottle of tabloids each 
representing one meal for Baby, dissolve one 
in the requisite amount of water and there you 
are.”
“  Well,”  quoth he, ‘ ‘did you hear the story 
of the chemist who prepared a tabloid plum 
pudding. You just put it in water and it ex­
panded to the correct size. Well, one night 
just before bedtime the baby got hold of a 
bottle of a hundred tabloids and swallowed the 
lot. During the night the parents heard a 
myterious rumbling and then a loud crash. 
When they got up they discovered that the 
baby had expanded to such an extent that it 
had forced the roof off the house.”
L. H. W.
An Infallible Cure
FOR DEPRESSION
Dance your troubles away and experience 
Life’s Joys and Fun, afforded by the most 
popular and attractive ranges of Carnival 
Hats, Balloons, Decorations, Crepe-paper, 
Bon-Bon Crackers, Joke Articles, Novelties, 
Toys, Theatrical “ Make-Ups,” Masks, Art 
Requirements, Table Paperware, Fireworks, 
Fancy-Dress Costumes, Materials, Decora­
tions and Ornaments, etc., etc.
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